Life on Board
” The ‘blackhand gang’, the
engine room crew, lived in the
forward cabins, the officers
and scientists amidship, and
rest of the crew aft”

Raymond Pratt, engineer, in the white boiler suit,
with greaser and ﬁreman
‘Last

“One young man came to us
courtesy of a borstal but turned
out to be a very, very good crew
member and subsequently went
on to college, then to university,
and subsequently went on to be
a scientist”
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(The Eddystone radio in the background)

Captain John Gillian

“Our very substantial Eddystone
Radio could pick up any channel
anywhere.”
Boilers with second engineer in
white and ﬁreman
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“I count myself a very lucky
man to have sailed and worked
on this unique ship. Walking
around her, even as she lies
quietly in a backwater of Leith
Docks, evokes some very
powerful memories of exciting
marine science, famous
scientists, and some of life’s –
and the North-east of
Scotland’s – real characters.”

“When I ﬁrst stood on the bridge, with its
immaculate mahogany ﬂoor gratings and
looked out at the foredeck, I remarked to my
colleague, whom I thought was standing
beside me: “That’s absolutely huge.” A voice
behind me boomed out: “Aye, laddie, and
it’s sight shorter in a Force 12! ” This was the
much-feared but consummate master of the
ship, Captain Baxter, who had come out of
his cabin, just behind the bridge, to see who
was in his wheelhouse.“
“At one point the Explorer had its
own dog, which belonged to the
oldest member of the crew.
New members of staff and new
scientists joining the ship had to
be taken aft and introduced to
the dog who was convinced the
ship belonged to it. If it didn’t
know you and you hadn’t been
introduced I swear it would have
had your leg off.”

The ship’s dog with the oldest and the
youngest members of the crew
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